Lord Siva's Miracles 47

however, made further enquiries and found that the
bachelor was quite an eligible person except that he
followed the vaishnavaita cult. The marriage was
celebrated and the bride was sent with the bridegroom.

The bridegroom's parents, being vaishnavaites,
did not like the match and illtreated Gowri. One day they
left Gowri locked in the house to attend a marriage.
Gowri who was brought up in staunqh saivaite traditions,
was unhappy as she could not see any devote of Lord
Siva  around her. Then Lord Somasundareswara
assumed the form of an old saivite Brahmin and came
to her house. She welcomed him and expressed her
happiness on his visit. He said that he was hungry and
wanted food. Gowri told him that she was locked. He
asked her to touch the lock with her hand. To her
surpirse, the lock opened at her touch. She prepared rich
food and served it to him. After taking the food, the old
Brahmin changed his appearance and became a young
adult. Gowri was taken a back at the sight. Just then,
Gown's father-in-law and mother-in-law returned to the
house and the Lord immediately attained the form of a
child.

The mother-in-law enquired Gowri how the child
came there. She informed that Devadatha and his wife
had left the child and a sked her to look after it. The
father-in-law and mother-in-law were greatly displeased
that a saivite child should be under her protection and
drove her and the child out of the house.

Gowri did not know what to do and she prayed
to  Lord  Somasundareswara and  Parasakthi.